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O u t l i n e
• What is LGBTQIA+?

• Section 28 (UK)

• LGBTQIA+ global facts

• Growing up LGBT+

• What LGBTQIA+ in ELT is not

• What LGBTQIA+ in ELT could be

• But how?

• An example – The place where (B1 / B2)

• If time, another example

• Links and suggestions

• Any questions
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W h a t  i s  
L G B T Q I A + ?
• Lesbian

• Gay

• Bisexual

• Trans

• Queer

• Intersex

• Asexual

• Plus identities not under the heterosexual 
umbrella, e.g. genderfluid, pansexual, etc.

Image from Disabled and Here



S e c t i o n 2 8  ( U K ,  
1 9 8 8 - 2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 3 )

• “A local authority shall not–
• intentionally promote homosexuality or publish material with 

the intention of promoting homosexuality;
• promote the teaching in any maintained school of the 

acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family 
relationship.”

Image by Josep Castells on Unsplash



L G B T Q I A +  g l o b a l  f a c t s

69 41 11 14
countries that 

criminalise private, 
consensual same-sex 

sexual activity 
(approx. number)

countries that 
criminalise private, 
consensual sexual 
activity between 

women

countries that have 
the death penalty for 
private, consensual 

sexual activity

countries that 
criminalise the gender 

identity of trans 
people

www.humandignitytrust.org/lgbt-the-law/map-of-criminalisation/



G r o w i n g  u p  L G B T +  
( J u s t  L i k e  U s ,  2 0 2 1 )

17% 46% 48% 68%
LGBT+ pupils heard 
negative language 

about LGBT+ people 
on a daily basis

LGBT+ pupils have 
seen homophobic 

bullying in their 
school

Pupils have had little 
to zero positive 

messaging about 
being LGBT+ in their 

school

LGBT+ young people 
have contemplated 

suicide (29% for non-
LGBT+)

https://www.justlikeus.org/blog/2021/11/25/research-report-growing-up-lgbt-bullying/



W h a t  L G B T Q I A +  i n  
E L T  i s  n o t

• A debate on the existence of LGBTQIA+ people

• Sex education

• Conversion

• A taboo

• Political 

• Visible

Image by Jiang Xulei on Unsplash



O n l i n e  
e x a m p l e s

Discussion question: Is it easier for a gay to live 
in a village or a city?

Discussion question: Are there certain jobs that 
tend to be dominated by gay people? If so, why 
is that?

In a well-used resource book: Do you think that 
there are any jobs which homosexuals should not 
be allowed to do?

In the same book: Would you employ a gay 
person? Why? Why not?



W h a t  L G B T Q I A +  
i n  E L T  c o u l d  b e
• Usual / usualised (ref: Prof. Sue Sanders, Schools Out, 

LGBT+ History Month UK)

• Intersectional

• A true representation

• Life-affirming

• Visible

Image from Gender Spectrum
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B u t  h o w ?
• By including LGBTQIA+ identities in materials, resources and 

course books

• By using supplementary images and materials
• The Gender Spectrum
• LGBT+ History Month
• Stonewall

• Just like Us
• The Proud Trust
• Twinkl
• Schools Out
• LELM Education

Image from Gender Spectrum



A n  e x a m p l e  
– T h e  p l a c e  

w h e r e



usualised

intersectional

target grammar

followed by 
grammar and 
vocab exercises, 
discussion, 
writing and 
research on 
disability and 
LGBTQIA+ 
people







CONC L U S I ON



L I N K S  A N D  
S U G G E S T I O N S

• QR code for my ELT resources shop, 
plus a links page



T h a n k  y o u


